
4   Porte de la Torche
Rue Tournebride runs to the Porte de la Torche which pointed not only towards 
Normandy, but also towards Paris, as today's road to Laval only dates from the 
French Revolution. Between Grande Rue and this gate, Rue de Rigale was most 
likely one of the town's first streets in the Middle Ages. Rue Tournebride was 
named Rue de la Planche Marguerite until the early 19th century, because it 
passed over the Rollard: horse riders taking their steeds to the watering hole 
would often have to turn back due to a broken plank (planche), making a U-turn 
(tourner bride), and the street still bears the trace of that history!

5  Rue de Couëré – Maison de l’Ange
This construction, believed to date from the late 15th century, is called the Mai-
son de l'Ange (Angel's House), in reference to the angel sculpted on its façade. 
It would hold a famous angelica and macaroon factory up until the 20th centu-
ry. Note the market stall and the shale framework of its doors and windows. 
The front of the half-timbered upstairs bears three different décors: from left 
to right, in the shape of plant stalks, saltires and a trellis. In memory of Sophie 
Trébuchet, a passage named after her faces the Maison de l'Ange.

6  Porte de Couëré or Porte Saint-Jean
This gate was under the protection of St John. Since 1824, all that remains is the 
left upright of a powerful fortification. On the road to Béré and Rennes, this gate 
controlled the Couëré Ford and the three bridges needed to cross the branches 
of the Chère River.

6  BIS Couëré Mill Tower
Mills on the Chère were mentioned as early as the 11th century. Up until the turn 
of the last century, the octagonal tower was of twofold interest: it had military 
value as a key component of the town's defence system, and was of economic 
and political use as a seigneurial communal mill.

7  Place de la Motte - Communal Oven Tower
Place de la Motte-à-Madame is located outside the town walls, at the foot 
of the fortifications whose foundations date back to Châteaubriant's first 
mediaeval developments. From 1551 to summer 1762, the Motte-à-Madame 
was an artificial mound used by the locals as a place to stroll. It was raised 
on the orders of the Duke of Montmorency. Standing several metres high, it 
was planted with trees and criss-crossed by trails. The mound was enclosed 
by wooden gates to prevent carts from entering. It was the "only promenade 
for the inhabitants of Châteaubriant". The artificial mound was levelled off in 
1762-1763 to be able to host the cattle market which caused an unbearable 
nuisance each week on Place Saint-Nicolas inside the town walls. The market 
would remain in operation there until 1963. The construction of a first cattle 
market building in 1963, on Rue Quentin Miglioretti, eased congestion on the 
square.
Since 2001, each Wednesday morning, traders have met in the cattle market 
building on Route de Vitré. The tower owes its name to the communal oven 
provided by the Baron of Châteaubriant, installed next to the tower which 
played an important role in protecting the fortified town.
Like communal mills and presses, a community oven was both the symbol of 
the local lord's public power and a source of revenue. It was also a way for lords 
in the Middle Ages to keep a closer eye on their subjects, who were compelled 
to use the communal oven.

8  Porte Saint-Nicolas
You are now facing the Porte Saint-Nicolas, one of the four gates which provided 
access in and out of the walled town. It was rebuilt after being demolished 
during the siege of 1488. It looks to the south of town, namely in the direction 
of Nantes. The gate has a porch with a round arch, topped by two upper storeys. 
In fact, it was the fortified town's only gate with an upstairs, at least since the 
destruction caused when the Royal Army laid siege to it in 1488.
It housed the seigneurial court of justice beginning around 1560. It also hosted 
the meetings of the municipal magistrates for the Châteaubriant District from 
1701 to 1788. As you go, note the ceiling made of cob, a perfect acoustic and 
thermal insulator.

9  Place Saint-Nicolas
The church dedicated to St Nicholas, whom you can spot atop its tympanum, 
was built between 1875 and 1895.
It replaced the superb Chapel of the Barons of Châteaubriant, erected in the 
1180s for their subjects, first in the feudal market town and then in the fortified 
town. The seigneurial chapel was destroyed in two stages, in 1881 and in 1892.
The new Saint-Nicolas Church, built in the neo-Gothic style, was constructed 
in two main phases: from 1875 to 1880, the choir, the transept and part of the 
nave; and from 1892 to 1895, the façade and the raising of the bell tower.
On Place Saint-Nicolas, from the Middle Ages to 1763, the cattle market was 
held near the chapel surrounded by its cemetery, typically each Wednesday from 
spring to autumn.

10 Rue du Pélican – Hôtel de la Bothelière
Beautiful private manors from the Ancien Régime can still be seen today, 
namely including the Hôtel de la Bothelière. The neighbourhood bounded by 
Grande Rue, Rue du Pélican and the ramparts was the aristocratic section of 
Châteaubriant in the 18th century.

Covered Market

The destruction of the old wooden covered market in 1865 was 
supposed to be followed by the construction of a new covered 
market, a project which was continuously postponed, mainly due to 

the state of the town's finances. Finally, along the new road created in 1881-
1882, it was decided in 1898 that a covered market would be erected on 
Place Jeanne d'Arc, under the authority of architect Félicien Balley. The 
Jeanne d'Arc Market (its original name) opened to the public in 1900. The 
building has metal reinforcements, as were used in this type of construction, 
for example in the covered markets in both Paris and Rennes. The use of 

brick and limestone endowed it with lovely architectural décor.

Châteaubriant-Derval Communauté de Communes
5 rue Gabriel Delatour, F-44110 CHÂTEAUBRIANT
tel: +33 (0)2 28 04 06 33
email: communication@cc-chateaubriant-derval.fr
website: www.cc-chateaubriant-derval.fr
facebook: Les Infos de la Com Com
twitter: @ChbtDerval

District Tourist Office
29 place Charles de Gaulle 
F-44110 CHÂTEAUBRIANT
tel: +33 (0)2 40 28 20 90
email: tourisme@cc-chateaubriant-derval.fr
website: www.tourisme-chateaubriant.fr
Open: Tuesday to Saturday, 9:30 am 
to 12:30 pm / 2 pm to 6 pm 
Monday, 2 pm to 6 pm (July & August only) 
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Shortly after the year 1000, in the middle of a vast clearing surrounded by 
forests, the small town of Béré formed around a major shrine. Between 
1020 and 1050, a lord named Brient had a château made of wood erected. 

To help him develop the new town centre, he called on the powerful Marmoutier 
Abbey outside Tours, giving it the Saint-Sauveur Priory in Béré. Sheltered from 
weapons and under the protection of the church, many people would settle 
around the base of the château which would become one of the most powerful 
fortresses along Brittany's border. Thus, Châteaubriant was born and grew.

The town's fortifications were extensions of the château's walls and would 
gradually be raised between the late 13th century and the 15th century. 
Wide moats protected the ramparts of the fortified town. They were 

still clearly visible in the early 19th century. But Châteaubriant had suffered in 
wartime, particularly the conflict of 1488 which destroyed a portion of its walls. 
And beginning in 1820, the town had to adapt to a new economy, that required 
large openings and new roads. Constructions were demolished or converted, 
and the moat was covered up, in some cases by houses. Luckily for us, some 
wonderful remains endure... 

Now, let's go explore them together!

1  Porte Saint-Michel
There were once four gates used to enter and leave the walled city. The Porte 
Saint-Michel led to the borough of Saint-Michel-des-Monts, huddled around its 
monastery founded in 1198, and beyond towards Angers. The Porte de Couëré 
faced Béré, Rennes and the Trinitaires Convent, founded in 1262 between Béré 
and town. The Porte de la Torche pointed towards Paris via the old road to 
Soudan. The Porte Saint-Nicolas looked out towards Rues de la Vannerie and 
de la Barre, two streets which came together to form the road to Nantes. In the 
16th century, a postern door was opened as a better connection between the 
Vannerie District and the town centre.
In the 18th century, the gates' drawbridges were replaced by doors made of 
stone. Here, you stand before the remains of the Porte Saint-Michel.
You can see one of the gate's uprights supporting the beautiful half-timbered 
upper storey. Imagine a matching set on the other side. 
As you walk down the street, have a look at the gate's gong on your right, that 
indicated the closing of the gates until around 1800.
Now you are inside the walls.

2  Grande Rue – Hôtel de la Houssaye
Grande Rue – Rue de Couëré: this was the town's main road in the Middle Ages. 
It led to the château in Béré and its parish church dedicated to St John the Bap-
tist. This main road was home to gorgeous bourgeois residences, but also to 
many craftsmen and merchants on the ground floor. Many of the houses were 
corbelled.
But do you know what a corbel is? It's a projection jutting out from the side 
of a wall. Details: Hugely popular in mediaeval times, corbels were a system 
of protection for the façade: each additional storey protrudes beyond the one 
below, protecting it from runoff. They were also a way to encroach on public 
space. But above all, they increased the size of the first floor, the most impor-
tant as it contained the main living and receiving room.
Now, let's go back to our mediaeval street and shopping area. Imagine it 
teeming with shops, passers-by and hawkers (selling water, bread, etc.). 
Do you know why the street is no longer lined with corbelled houses?
By the 19th and 20th centuries, many of them had become dilapidated. They 
were rebuilt, but without the half-timbered walls and corbels on their front 
façades. This was a fairly widespread occurrence in France.

Hôtel de la Houssaye 

François Hochedé de la Pinsonnais and Catherine Le Normand decided to build 
this private manor. It was completed in 1769. François de la Houssaye soon 
moved in after marrying Victoire, the couple's only child and sole heir. The 

building is superb, inspired by many constructions in Nantes at the time, particularly 
its façade and the grand staircase inside. Note the multiple colours in the materials. 
For example, the picture windows' framework is made of shale on the ground and 
1st floors and of tufa on the 2nd. And the dormer windows in the eaves are made 
of wood. The façade displays horizontal symmetry to the porch. That symmetry is 
highlighted in particular by the arrangement of the windows and the wrought iron 

balconies. The entrance porch opens onto a large courtyard.

3  Rue Aristide Briand – Old Covered Market
In the middle of the main road sat the old covered market, built in the 13th cen-
tury. People had to pass through the wooden market to get from Grande Rue to 
Rue de Couëré. The market opened onto two squares.
The regions' farmers sold the fruit of their hard labour on the ground floor, while 
upstairs was the Baron of Châteaubriant's court of justice up until around 1560.
The covered market had become dangerous with age and was unsuited to new 
trade practices, and so was demolished in the summer of 1865.
Having beautiful covered market, large and solid, to serve as both a witness 
to and factor in the town's new prosperity, was a necessity, both for business 
development and to satisfy the pride of the local bourgeoisie. Which was why, 
in spring of 1845, a decision was made to build a corn exchange. As a result, 
a portion of the town's northern ramparts was razed in 1847. In 1851, the new 
covered market was ready. The town hall's administrative services were set up 
on the 1st floor, while the market took place on the ground floor.
Note the basket arch doorway. Farmers could drive straight in with their carts. 
Now look south. In 1877, the town hall's street was extended southwards to cre-
ate a new road towards Angers. The old mediaeval centre there was torn open. 
The new opening, called the tranchée ("trench"), was made in 1881-1882. This 
marked the definitive end to the walled town of the Middle Ages.
At that time, the town's main road rotated by 90°, changing from Grande Rue - 
Rue de Couëré to the municipal road, now Rue Aristide Briand.
The corn exchange would eventually shift from its original purpose to be used 
for municipal services, particularly once the railway station opened in 1877.

Map of the old town 


